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they were naked. So they sewed fig-
leaves together to make themselves 
loin-cloths.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 50:3-6, 12-14, 17
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have 
sinned.

SECOND READING
Romans 5:12-19
Sin entered the world through one 
man, and through sin death, and thus 
death has spread through the whole 
human race because everyone has 
sinned. Sin existed in the world long 
before the Law was given. There was 
no law and so no one could be accused 
of the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death 
reigned over all from Adam to Moses, 
even though their sin, unlike that of 
Adam, was not a matter of breaking a 
law.
  
Adam prefigured the One to come, but 
the gift itself considerably outweighed 
the fall. If it is certain that through one 
man’s fall so many died, it is even 
more certain that divine grace, coming 
through the one man, Jesus Christ, 
came to so many as an abundant free 
gift. The results of the gift also 
outweigh the results of one man’s sin: 
for after one single fall came 
judgement with a verdict of 
condemnation, now after many falls 
comes grace with its verdict of 
acquittal. If it is certain that death 
reigned over everyone as the 
consequence of one man’s fall, it is 

FIRST READING
Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7
The Lord God fashioned man of dust 
from the soil. Then he breathed into 
his nostrils a breath of life, and thus 
man became a living being.
  

The Lord God planted a garden in 
Eden which is in the east, and there he 
put the man he had fashioned. The 
Lord God caused to spring up from 
the soil every kind of tree, enticing to 
look at and good to eat, with the tree 
of life and the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil in the middle of the 
garden.
  

The serpent was the most subtle of all 
the wild beasts that the Lord God had 
made. It asked the woman, ‘Did God 
really say you were not to eat from 
any of the trees in the garden?’ The 
woman answered the serpent, ‘We 
may eat the fruit of the trees in the 
garden. But of the fruit of the tree in 
the middle of the garden God said, 
“You must not eat it, nor touch it, 
under pain of death.” ‘ Then the 
serpent said to the woman, ‘No! You 
will not die! God knows in fact that on 
the day you eat it your eyes will be 
opened and you will be like gods, 
knowing good and evil.’ The woman 
saw that the tree was good to eat and 
pleasing to the eye, and that it was 
desirable for the knowledge that it 
could give. So she took some of its 
fruit and ate it. She gave some also to 
her husband who was with her, and he 
ate it. Then the eyes of both of them 
were opened and they realised that (Continued page 4)
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(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
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CHILD PROTECTION
We are a Child Safe Organisation 
which is committed to the care, well-
being and protection of children and 
young people. 
Mrs Helen Mumford 
(KI contact - 0408 367 009)
Child Protection Unit  8210 8159

WEEKEND MASSES
Kingscote at 9.30am

CONFESSION
Kingscote at 9.00am
(prior to Mass)

PRAYERS FOR HEALING
Prayers for Healing and Renewal in 
the Church - Thursdays at 9.00am
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PLEASE KEEP THESE 
PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS

Sick: Stephanie Langridge, Carmen 
Northcott,  Joella Davidson
February anniversaries: 
Heather Barrett, Joan Marie Berden, 
Mary Clark, Phillip Deakin, Allice 
Ellick, Alfred Gray, Bernadette Hehir, 
Kenneth Howard , Ron King, Jamie 
Larcombe, Frank May, Tom Meaney, 
Allan Moray, Pat Pawelski, Horace 
Riley, Christopher Riley, Bert 
Willson 
Please pray for all the faithful departed 
and all our sick parishioners, relatives 
and friends.

PARISH ROSTERS
     Comm      Reader   Cleaning
26/2   L Grant    P Clark     C Berden
5/3  K Hammat M Slagter    C Berden
12/3   M Glynn   W Bennett   A Bevan
19/3   M Slagter  A Gibbs   A Bevan
27.3  K Hammat A Clark    K Brinkley

PRIEST ROSTER
(Often this roster changes 

if something unforeseen crops up)
26/2   Fr Anthoni Adimai

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS
For those of you who wish to make 
your weekly contributions to the first 
and second collections by direct 
debit, these are the banking details for 
each. 
1st Collection: 
BSB 085 005 
A/c No 585353994 
Reference: K Island or 765 

2nd Collection: 
BSB 085 005 
A/c No 918111484 
Reference: Your name 

PRAYER FOR UKRAINE
O Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Grant peace and protection to the 
people of Ukraine. Give them 
strength and courage to defend what 
is good, right, and holy. Keep them 
safe from harm and provide for all 
their needs, both temporal and 
spiritual.

LENTEN 
REFLECTION BOOKS 

Lenten Reflection books are available 
(free-of-charge) from the Church 
Foyer today. They are ideal for 
personal reflection or for group 
discussion.

LADIES GUILD AGM
Monday, 27 February in the Parish 
House.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
The World Day of Prayer is an 

international ecumenical Christian 
laywomen’s initiative. 

It is run under the motto: “Informed 
Prayer and Prayerful Action,” and is 
celebrated annually in over 170 
countries on the first Friday in March. 
This year the World Day of Prayer is 
being held in our Church. This is an 
ecumenical event and all the Church-
goers on the Island are invited to join 
us for this special service, followed by 
an afternoon tea. The featured country 
is Taiwan.

Please put this date and time in your 
diaries - 2.00pm on Friday, 3 March 
(bring a plate to share). Contact 
Christine Weatherstone to register 
your attendance (0490 710 781).

 PROJECT COMPASSION
Laxmi, 16, lives 
in in Jajarkot, a 
remote district 
in Nepal where 
almost half of 
the population 
live below the 
poverty line. 
Tragedy struck 
when was 10 
years old and 
her father 
passedaway. Her 

father worked hard to pay for his 
children's education and after losing 
him Laxmi was at risk of falling 
further into extreme poverty.

With the support of our partner 
Caritas Nepal, Laxmi joined a child's 

club at her school where she was 
encouraged to resume her education. 
Through the child’s club, Laxmi 
developed the skills and confidence to 
become a leader, advocating for clean 
water taps at her school.  
Laxmi is now excelling in her studies 
and working towards her dream of 
becoming a civil engineer. She 
continues to be involved in the child's 
club, serving as an advisor and 
mentoring the next generation of 
young leaders at her old school.    

Together, we can help vulnerable 
communities face their challenges t

DATES  
26 Feb First Sunday of Lent
3 Mar World Day of Prayer
13 Mar Adelaide Cup Day
17 Mar St Patrick’s Day
14 Apr Last day School term 1
6 Apr Thursday of Lord’s supper
7 Apr Good Friday
8 Apr Holy Saturday
9 Apr Easter Sunday
10 Apr Easter Monday
21 Apr Marian Procession
25 Apr ANZAC Day
1 May First day School term 2
12 Jun King’s birthday
7 Jul Last day School term 2
24 Jul First day School term 3
29 Sep Last day School term 3
2 Oct Labour Day
16 Oct  First day School term 4
15 Dec Last day School term 4
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LOST INNOCENCE
The biblical story of Saul is one of 
the great tragedies in all of literature. 
Saul’s story makes Hamlet look like a 
Disney character. Hamlet, at least, 
had good reasons for the bitterness 
that beset him. Saul, given what he 
started with, should have fared better, 
much better.

His story begins with the 
announcement that, in all of Israel, 
none measured up to him in height, 
strength, goodness, or acclaim. A 
natural leader, a prince among peers; 
his extraordinary character was 
recognized and proclaimed by the 
people.  They made him their king. 
The beginning of his story is the stuff 
of fairy tales, and it goes on in this 
way for a while.

However, at a point, things begin to 
sour. That point was the arrival of 
David on the scene – a man younger, 
more handsome, more-gifted, and 
more-acclaimed than he was. 
Jealousy sets in and envy begins to 
poison Saul’s soul. Looking at David, 
he sees only a popularity that eclipses 
his own, not another man’s goodness, 
nor indeed what that goodness offers 
to others. Instead, he grows bitter, 
petty, hostile, tries to kill David, and 
eventually dies by his own hand, an 
angry man who has fallen far from 
the innocence and goodness of his 
youth.

What happened here? How does 
someone who has so much going for 
him – goodness, talent, acclaim, 
power, blessing – grow into a bitter, 
petty man who ends up taking his 
own life? How does it happen? The 
late Margaret Laurence, in a brilliant, 
dark novel, The Stone Angel, offers a 
good description of how this happens 
and how it happens in ways that are 
hidden to the one undergoing the 
transition.

Her main character, Hagar Shipley, is 
a “Saul” of sorts. Hagar’s story 
begins like his: She is young, 
innocent, and full of potential. What’s 
to become of such a beautiful, bright, 
talented, young woman? Sadly, not 
much at all. She drifts into 

everything: adulthood, an unhappy 
marriage, and into a deep 
unrecognized and unspoken 
disappointment that eventually leaves 
her slovenly, frigid, bitter, and without 
energy or ambition. What’s as 
remarkable as sad is that she doesn’t 
see any of this herself. In her mind, 
she remains the young, innocent, 
gracious, popular, attractive young 
girl she once was in high school. She 
doesn’t notice how small her world 
has become, how few real friends she 
has, how little she admires anything or 
anyone, or even how physically 
unkempt she has become.

Her awakening is sudden and cruel. 
One winter day, shabbily dressed in an  
old parka, she rings the doorbell of a 
house where she is delivering some 
eggs. A bright young child answers 
the door and Hagar overhears the 
child tell her mother: That horrible, 
old egg-woman is at the door! The 
penny drops.

Stunned, she leaves the house and 
finds her way to a public bathroom 
where she turns on all the lights and 
studies her face in a mirror. What 
looks back is a face she doesn’t 
recognize, someone pathetically at 
odds with whom she imagines herself 
to be. She sees in fact the horrible, old 
egg-woman that the child saw at the 
door rather than the young, gracious, 
attractive, big-hearted woman that she 
imagines herself still to be. “How can 
this have happened?” she asks herself. 
How can we, imperceptible to 
ourselves, grow into someone we 
don’t know or like?

In some way, it happens to all of us. 
It’s not easy to age, to accept the fall 
from what we dreamed for ourselves, 
to watch the young take over and 
receive the popularity and acclaim 
that once were ours. Like Saul, we can 
fill with a jealousy that we don’t 
recognize, and like Hagar, we can 
grow bitter and ugly without knowing 
it. Others, of course, do notice.

It’s not that we don’t gain something 
as this happens. Usually we grow 
smarter, wiser in the ways of the 
world, and remain goodhearted, 
generous people. However, we tend to 

be nastier than we once were, whine 
too much, feel too sorry for ourselves, 
and give ourselves over more to curse 
rather than bless those who have 
replaced us, the young, the popular, 
the acclaimed.

And so, the penultimate spiritual and 
human task of the second half of life 
is to give up this jealousy and ugliness 
and come back again to the love, 
innocence, and goodness of our youth, 
to revirginize, move towards a second 
naiveté, and begin again to admire 
something.

At the beginning of the Book of 
Revelations, John, purporting to speak 
for God, has some advice for us, at 
least for those of us beyond the bloom 
of youth: “I’ve seen how hard you 
work. I recognize your generosity and 
all the good work you do, but I have 
this against you – you have less love 
in you now than when you were 
young! Go back and look from where 
you have fallen!”

We might want to hear this from 
scripture before we overhear it from 
some young girl telling her mother 
that some dour, bitter, old person is at 
the door.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the English-speaking 
world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty newspapers worldwide

http://www.ronrolheiser.com
http://www.ronrolheiser.com
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 A SINGLE ACT OF GOODNESS
(Matthew 4: 1 - 11)

Israel wandered for decades in the 
desert, not yet having learned how to 
be a faithful, holy people. They 
demanded that God “turn stones into 
bread,” or at least to send bread from 
heaven and water from a rock. Israel 
demanded continual signs of God’s 
intervention and interest. They even 
worshipped the golden calf, hoping 
that it would safeguard them better 
than Moses and his God.
 
When Jesus enters the desert, he faces 
the same Exodus temptations. But 
where Israel falters, Jesus remains 
steadfast. What does this single 
victory over the devil mean, against 
the sad tribulation of centuries of 
failure on the part of the rest of us? 
What can Jesus’ victory mean, when I 
fall to the lure of sin again and again?
 
The example of Jesus’ faithfulness 
may keep the saints on course during 
great trials; but a common sinner like 
me can keep an eye of Jesus’ example 
while still fainting under the spell of 
self-interest. The real power of Jesus’ 
victory over temptation is that it 
destroyed the necessary relationship 
between sin and death. I may fall to 
sin along the way, but the ultimate 
victory belongs to God.

GPBS eNews

 
  

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(27 February - 5 March)

• Monday, 27: Monday, first week of 
Lent (Lev 19:1-2, 11-18; Mt 
25:31-46)

• Tuesday, 28: Tuesday, first week of 
Lent (Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15)

• Wednesday, 01: Wednesday, first 
week of Lent  (Jonah 3:1-10; Lk 
11:29-32)

• Thursday, 02:  Thursday, first week 
of Lent  (Esther 14:1, 3-5, 12-14 ; 
Mt 7:7-12)

• Friday, 03: Friday, first week of 
Lent  (Ezek 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26)

• Saturday, 04: Saturday, first week 
of Lent  (Deut 26:16-19; Mt 
5:43-48)

• Sunday 05: SECOND SUNDAY of 
LENT  (Gen 12:1-4; 2 Tim 1:8-10; 
Mt 17:1-9:)

even more certain that one man, Jesus 
Christ, will cause everyone to reign in 
life who receives the free gift that he 
does not deserve, of being made 
righteous. Again, as one man’s fall 
brought condemnation on everyone, 
so the good act of one man brings 
everyone life and makes them 
justified. As by one man’s 
disobedience many were made 
sinners, so by one man’s obedience 
many will be made righteous.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Mt 4:4
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king 
of endless glory! No one lives on 
bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king 
of endless glory!

GOSPEL
Matthew 4:1-11
Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
He fasted for forty days and forty 
nights, after which he was very 
hungry, and the tempter came and said 
to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell 
these stones to turn into loaves.’ But 
he replied, ‘Scripture says:

Man does not live on bread alone but
on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’

The devil then took him to the holy 
city and made him stand on the 
parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the 
Son of God’ he said ‘throw yourself 
down; for scripture says:

He will put you in his angels’ charge, 
and they will support you on their 
hands in case you hurt your foot 
against a stone.’

Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says:
You must not put the Lord your God 
to the test.’

Next, taking him to a very high 
mountain, the devil showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their 
splendour. ‘I will give you all these’ he 
said, ‘if you fall at my feet and 
worship me.’ Then Jesus replied, ‘Be 
off, Satan! For scripture says:

You must worship the Lord your God, 
and serve him alone.’

Then the devil left him, and angels 
appeared and looked after him.

COMPLIANCE WITH 
COVID-19 REGULATIONS

(Current from 23/02/23)

• If you have tested positive for 
COVID-19 please stay home and 
do not attend church services until 
you have fully recovered.
 

• Wearing of face-masks in Church is 
strongly recommended.
 

• Sick and high risk/vulnerable 
people are requested to stay home.
 

• Hand sanitiser is available at 
church entrances.
 

• Communion is given only in hands.
 

• Holy Water is not available at the 
doors of churches.
 

• Procession of gifts has resumed.
 

• Collection plates are to be passed 
around with minimum contact

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY
As we begin our Lenten journey 
today, we need to recall and 
remember that we are not setting out 
on this journey on our own. God is 
with us walking by our side very step 
of way. When we are tempted, we 
need to follow the example of Jesus. 
He did not rely on his own strength. 
He turned to God and asked for help 
which he received. We will not be 
able to walk the Lenten journey on 
our own. We need to realise that like 
Jesus, we too need God’s help, 
support, guidance and protection.
Whenever we feel tired or ready to 
give up or give in, we need to turn to 
God for encouragement. We know 
that God will be with us during Lent 
as God was with Jesus when he was 
in the desert. God will never leave us 
alone.                 Michael Moore OMI

(Continued from page 1)

PASTORAL CARE
If you need a priest for anointing prior to medical treatment, or if you 

are ill (not necessarily life-threatening) or for last rites 
please contact: (08) 8210 8155 or in an emergency 0417 080 955


