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who raised Jesus from the dead will 
give life to your own mortal bodies 
through his Spirit living in you.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jn 11:25, 26
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ! I am the resurrection and the 
life, says the Lord; whoever believes 
in me will not die for ever. Glory and 
praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL
John 11:1-45 (abridged)
There was a man named Lazarus who 
lived in the village of Bethany with 
two sisters, Mary and Martha, and he 
was ill. It was the same Mary, the 
sister of the sick man Lazarus, who 
anointed the Lord with ointment and 
wiped his feet with her hair. The 
sisters sent this message to Jesus, 
‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On 
receiving the message, Jesus said, 
‘This sickness will end not in death 
but in God’s glory, and through it the 
Son of God will be glorified.’
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, yet when he heard that 
Lazarus was ill he stayed where he 
was for two more days before saying 
to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ 
On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus 
had been in the tomb for four days 
already. 

FIRST READING
Ezekiel 37:12-14
The Lord says this: I am now going to  
open your graves; I mean to raise you 
from your graves, my people, and 
lead you back to the soil of Israel. 
And you will know that I am the 
Lord, when I open your graves and 
raise you from your graves, my 
people. And I shall put my spirit in 
you, and you will live, and I shall 
resettle you on your own soil; and you 
will know that I, the Lord, have said 
and done this – it is the Lord who 
speaks.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 129
With the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption.

SECOND READING
Romans 8:8-11 
People who are interested only in 
unspiritual things can never be 
pleasing to God. Your interests, 
however, are not in the unspiritual, 
but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of 
God has made his home in you. In 
fact, unless you possessed the Spirit 
of Christ you would not belong to 
him. Though your body may be dead 
it is because of sin, but if Christ is in 
you then your spirit is life itself 
because you have been justified; and 
if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead is living in you, then he (Continued page 4)
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WEEKEND MASSES
Kingscote at 9.30am

CONFESSION
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PLEASE KEEP THESE 
PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS

Sick: Stephanie Langridge, Carmen 
Northcott,  Joella Davidson

March anniversaries: 
Peter Beinke, Kieren Berden, Ellen 
Clarke, Peter Clark, Ellen Denholm, Inez 
Frawley, Kathleen Gannon, Archbishop 
Gleeson, Alec Grant, Keith Hornby, 
Gladys Leurn, Jean Lonzar, Patrick Lyden, 
Kath Northcott, Stephen Northcott, Denis 
O’Brien, James Palmer, Dilly Reynolds, 
Richard Semler, Sylvester Shannon, Peter 
Slagter, Cathy Smythe, Eunice Trethewey, 
Edie Willson, Glad Nash … and all the 
faithful departed. 

PARISH ROSTERS
     Comm      Reader   Cleaning
27/3   K Hammat A Clark    K Brinkley
2/4  W Bennett  A Gibbs   K Brinkley
Easter  Please put your name on the Roster 
  at the back of the Church.

PRIEST ROSTER
(Often this roster changes 

if something unforeseen crops up)
26/3       Fr Anthoni Adimai
2/4       Fr Iain Radvan SJ
Holy Week Fr Paul Cashen
16/4       Fr Selva Raj
23/4       TBA
25/4       Fr John Jegorow

EASTER MASSES
(with Fr Paul Cashen)

• Holy Thursday (6 April) •
Reconciliation 6.30pm

Mass of the Last Supper 7.00pm
• Good Friday (7 April) •

Stations of the Cross 9.30am
The Passion of the Lord 3.00pm

• Holy Saturday (8 April) •
Easter Vigil 7.30pm

• Easter Sunday (9 April) •
Mass 9.30am

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Fr Anthoni will conduct an in-service 
training for all those who wish to 
remain Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion. Anyone wishing to 
volunteer for this ministry is invited to 
attend. A current police check is 
mandatory for all Church volunteers 
and those seeking such a check can 
apply to Maureen Slagter in the first 
instance. The training is after Mass 
today (26 March) for approximately 
half an hour. 

 PROJECT COMPASSION
Project Compassion 
brings together 
Australian schools, 
parishes and 
supporters to raise 
funds for people in 
vulnerable 
communities across 
the world. This year, 
we introduced you 
to the of four 
inspiring people 

whose lives have been transformed 
with your generous support: Laxmi, 
Tereesa, Priscilla and Thu. 
Today, they are creating a better world 
for their families, their communities 
and for all future generations.
Project Compassion is a 
demonstration of the faith, empathy 
and generosity of our supporters. It is 
the lifeblood of Caritas Australia – 
without it, we could not do the vital 
work we do. Thank you for helping 
transform lives today and for all future 
generations. 

  

 You can donate through Project 
Compassion donation boxes or 
envelopes, by visiting caritas.org.au/
project-compassion, or phone 
1800 024 413.

“YOUTH RETREAT” 
“Who am I in Christ”

Charis SA invites all young people, 
families and all who wish to be 

inspired to a “Youth Retreat” 
reflecting on “Who Am I In Christ” on 
20 May from 10.30am til 3.00pm.

Praise and Worship - 
Teaching - Activities - 

Reflection - Mass - Adoration
Contact:  0450 651 900 
Tea and coffee provided

DAYLIGHT SAVING 
ENDS NEXT WEEKEND

Turn your clocks back an hour at 
3.00am next Sunday (2 April), or do it 
before you go to bed the night before 
and really enjoy that hour extra in bed.

YOUTH RETREAT 
Who am I in Christ

Charis SA invites all young people, 
families and all who wish to be 
inspired to a “Youth Retreat” 
reflecting on “Who am I in Christ” on 
20 May from 10.30am until 3.00pm.
Contact:  0450 651 900.
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ATTUNING	
  TO	
  GOD	
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  with	
  your	
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Learn	
  how	
  to	
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  in	
  your	
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  and	
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  so	
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  10	
  -­‐	
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  WHERE:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Paul	
  and	
  Wendy’s	
  -­‐	
  4	
  Brownlow	
  Road,	
  Kingscote	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  WHAT	
  to	
  bring:	
  	
  	
  a	
  journal,	
  something	
  to	
  share	
  for	
  lunch	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  COST:	
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  to	
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  phone	
  or	
  email	
  Wendy	
  (0475	
  894	
  755	
  or	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  wendygbenneS@bigpond.com)
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BINDING AND LOOSING
Whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven. These words of Jesus apply 
not just to those who are ordained to 
ministry and administer the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, but to 
everyone inside the body of Christ. 
All of us have the power to bind and 
to loose.

What is this power? How do we 
bind and loose each other on earth 
in a way that engages heaven?

One part of this allows for some 
easier explanation. Here’s an 
example:  If you are a member of 
the Body of Christ and you forgive 
someone, Christ forgives that person 
and he or she is loosed from sin. 
Likewise, if you, as part of the Body 
of Christ, love someone and remain 
connected to him or her, that person 
is connected to the Body of Christ 
and through you (biblically) touches 
the hem of Christ’s garment, even if 
he or she is not explicitly confessing 
that. That is one of the incredible 
gifts given us in the incarnation.

But what about the reverse? 
Suppose I refuse to forgive someone 
who has wounded me in some way; 
suppose I hold grudges and refuse to 
let go of the wrong that another has 
done to me, am I binding that 
person in sin? Does God also refuse 
to forgive and let go because I 
refuse to forgive and let go? How 
does the Body of Christ work 
regarding the “binding” part of the 
power that Jesus gave us?

This is a difficult question, though a 
couple of preliminary distinctions 
can shed some light on the issue.

To begin with, the logic of grace – 
and grace, like love, has a logic  – 
only works one way. In grace, just 
as in love, you can be gifted beyond 
what you deserve, but the reverse is 

not true. The algebra of undeserved 
grace works only one way. Love can 
give you more than you deserve, but 
it cannot punish you more than you 
deserve. God gives us the power to 
set each other free, but not the same 
kind of power to keep each other in 
bondage.

Second, in this life, as C.S. Lewis 
used to say, hell can blackmail 
heaven, but this is not true in the 
other realm. Thus, while we can hold 
each other captive, psychologically, 
and emotionally, on this side, God 
does not ratify those actions.

When we bind each other here in this 
world by refusing to forgive each 
other, that refusal does not bind God 
to do likewise. Put more simply, 
when I hold a grudge against 
someone who has wronged me, 
keeping him constantly aware that he 
has done wrong, I am keeping that 
person tied to their sin – but God 
isn’t endorsing this. Heaven will not 
go along with my emotional 
blackmail.

These distinctions though provide 
only an ambience for an 
understanding of this. What does it 
mean to bind a person?

The Christian power to bind and 
loose is the power to bind and loose 
in conscience, in truth, in goodness, 
and in love. When I refuse to forgive 
another, when I hold a grudge, I am 
acting not as the Body of Christ, nor 
as an agent of grace, but precisely as 
part of the very chain of sin and 
helplessness that Christ was trying to 
break. When I act this way, it is I 
who need to be loosed from sin since 
I am acting contrary to grace. My 
non-forgiveness may well bind 
another person emotionally, keeping 
her bound in that way to her sin, but 
it is the very antithesis of the power 
that Christ gave us.

Biblically, we bind each other when, 
in love, we refuse to compromise 

truth and when we refuse to give 
each other permission to take false 
liberties and make bad choices. 
Thus, for example, parents bind their 
children when they, lovingly but 
clearly, refuse to give them 
permission to ignore Christ’s 
teaching on marriage and sexuality. 
We bind a friend when we refuse to 
give him our approval to cheat in his 
business in order to make more 
money. A friend binds you when she 
refuses to bless your moral 
compromises.

In Robert Bolt’s play, A Man for All 
Seasons, we see Henry VIII literally 
beg Thomas More to bless his 
marriage to Anne Boleyn. Henry 
appeals to their friendship, appeals 
to their shared humanity, and tries to 
morally bully Thomas by telling him 
that his refusal to approve is timidity 
and arrogance. Yet Thomas refuses 
to approve. He binds Henry in 
conscience and Henry knows he is 
bound. In the end, he kills Thomas 
for his refusal to compromise and 
give permission, to (biblically) loose 
him.

Ever since God took on concrete 
human flesh, grace has a visible 
human dimension. Heaven is 
watching earth – and is letting itself 
be helped by the best of what we do 
down here, but not bound by the 
worst of what we do down here.bahl

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the English-speaking 
world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty newspapers worldwide

http://www.ronrolheiser.com
http://www.ronrolheiser.com


 
25/26 March, 2023 • Page 4

DEATH NO LONGER PROUD
A mother came up to me with her 
second-grade son at her side. She told 
me he had something he wanted to 
ask me. He held on to her hand 
tightly. The words clearly difficult for 
him to formulate. After some 
squirming and hesitating, he finally 
asked me if he could bury his 
deceased pet dog in the soil on the 
side of the church. I assured him that I 
could think of no more fitting a 
resting place for his pet to be buried. 
He was very relieved.
 
Among all the other benefits and good 
reasons for a child caring for a pet is 
that they often do teach a lesson in the 
reality of death. In our society, death 
seldom is experienced at home. We 
try to make it more palatable with 
wakes and memorial services. But it 
remains an unknown reality for many 
of us. And we tend to fear what we do  
not know. Witness how often the 
word death is used in titles of movies 
or books created to frighten us.
 
Death was much more visible in 
Jesus’ time. Warm climates meant the 
necessity for quick burials. There is a 
finality about it. That is, until Jesus 
comes and rolls back the stone and 
calls his friend Lazarus out. After that 
moment, we realise death will never 
have the same hold over us.  
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THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(27 March - 02 April)

•  Monday, 27: Mon, 5th week Lent 
(Dan 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; Jn 
8:1-11)
 
•Tuesday, 28: Tues, 5th week Lent 
(Num 21:4-9; Jn 8:21-30)
 
• Wednesday, 29: Wed, 5th week Lent 
(Dan 3:14-20, 24-25, 28; Jn 8:31-42)
 
• Thursday, 30:  Thur, 5th week Lent 
(Gen 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59)
 
• Friday, 31: Fri, 5th week Lent (Jer 
20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42)
 
• Saturday, 01: Sat, 5th week Lent 
(Ezek 37:21-28; Jn 11:45-56)
 
• Sunday 02: PALM SUNDAY (Mt 
21:1-11; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 
26:14-27:66)

When Martha heard that Jesus had 
come she went to meet him. Mary 
remained sitting in the house. Martha 
said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, 
my brother would not have died, but I 
know that, even now, whatever you 
ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your 
brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise 
again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will 
rise again at the resurrection on the 
last day.’ Jesus said:

‘I am the resurrection and the life.
If anyone believes in me, even 
though he dies he will live, and 
whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die. Do you believe 
this?’

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that 
you are the Christ, the Son of God, the 
one who was to come into this world.’

 Jesus said in great distress, with a 
sigh that came straight from the heart, 
‘Where have you put him?’ They said, 
‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and 
the Jews said, ‘See how much he 
loved him!’ But there were some who 
remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the 
blind man, could he not have 
prevented this man’s death?’ Still 
sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it 
was a cave with a stone to close the 
opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone 
away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by 
now he will smell; this is the fourth 
day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told 
you that if you believe you will see 
the glory of God?’ So they took away 
the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his 
eyes and said:

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my 
prayer. I knew indeed that you 
always hear me, but I speak for the 
sake of all these who stand round 
me, so that they may believe it was 
you who sent me.’

When he had said this, he cried in a 
loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come 
out!’ The dead man came out, his feet 
and hands bound with bands of stuff 
and a cloth round his face. Jesus said 
to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go 
free.’

Many of the Jews who had come to 
visit Mary and had seen what he did 
believed in him.

COMPLIANCE WITH 
COVID-19 REGULATIONS

(Current from 23/03/23)

• If you have tested positive for 
COVID-19 please stay home and 
do not attend church services until 
you have fully recovered.
 

• Wearing of face-masks in Church is 
strongly recommended.
 

• Sick and high risk/vulnerable 
people are requested to stay home.
 

• Hand sanitiser is available at 
church entrances.
 

• Communion is given only in hands.
 

• Holy Water is not available at the 
doors of churches.
 

• Procession of gifts has resumed.
 

• Collection plates are to be passed 
around with minimum contact

DID YOU KNOW?
• Mary, Martha and Lazarus, named 

as special friends of Jesus, lived in 
Bethany, a small town on the 
outskirts of Jerusalem, just over the 
Mount of Olives.

• Popular Jewish belief was that the 
soul hovered near the body for 
three days after death. The ‘fourth 
day’ indicates that Lazarus is well 
and truly passed away, thus making 
his resuscitation even more 
amazing.

• The Pharisees believed in the 
resurrection of the dead at the end 
of time but the Sadducees did not.

 

(Continued from page 1)

PASTORAL CARE
If you need a priest for anointing prior to medical treatment, or if you 

are ill (not necessarily life-threatening) or for last rites 
please contact: (08) 8210 8155 or in an emergency 0417 080 955


