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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING
Acts 2:42-47
The whole community remained faithful 
to the teaching of the apostles, to the 
brotherhood, to the breaking of bread 
and to the prayers.
  

The many miracles and signs worked 
through the apostles made a deep 
impression on everyone.
  

The faithful all lived together and owned 
everything in common; they sold their 
goods and possessions and shared out 
the proceeds among themselves 
according to what each one needed.
  

They went as a body to the Temple 
every day but met in their houses for the 
breaking of bread; they shared their food 
gladly and generously; they praised God 
and were looked up to by everyone. Day 
by day the Lord added to their 
community those destined to be saved.
  
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 117:2-4, 13-15, 22-24
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
his love is everlasting.
  
SECOND READING
1 Peter 1:3-9
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy has 
given us a new birth as his sons, by 
raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so 
that we have a sure hope and the 
promise of an inheritance that can never 
be spoilt or soiled and never fade away, 

because it is being kept for you in the 
heavens. Through your faith, God’s 
power will guard you until the salvation 
which had been prepared is revealed at 
the end of time. This is a cause of great 
joy for you, even though you may for a 
short time have to bear being plagued by 
all sorts of trials; so that, when Jesus 
Christ is revealed, your faith will have 
been tested and proved like gold – only 
it is more precious than gold, which is 
corruptible even though it bears testing 
by fire – and then you will have praise 
and glory and honour. You did not see 
him, yet you love him; and still without 
seeing him, you are already filled with a 
joy so glorious that it cannot be 
described, because you believe; and you 
are sure of the end to which your faith 
looks forward, that is, the salvation of 
your souls.
  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jn 20:29
Alleluia, alleluia!
You believe in me, Thomas, because you 
have seen me; happy those who have not 
seen me but still believe! Alleluia!
  
GOSPEL
John 20:19-31
In the evening of that same day, the first 
day of the week, the doors were closed 
in the room where the disciples were, for 
fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood 
among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be 
with you’, and showed them his hands 
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CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
THERE WILL BE NO MASSES OR 
PUBLIC LITURGIES UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE SEE THE NEWSLETTER 
ON OUR WEBSITE.
www.kicatholic.org.au/news.html

KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in  emergency - 0452 524 169)
Fr Prathap Katta (A/Priest - 
8382 1717)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

FINANCE 
Mrs Helen Mumford (0408 367 009
or kimumford@bigpond.com)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131, 
paclark@muckra.com.au)
(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
evening.)

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for 
our visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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PLEASE KEEP THESE 
PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS

Sick: Mei Kuen Sexton, Fr Peter 
Milburn, Toni Langridge, Damian 
Baynes, Charles Gorman, Dalton 
Baynes, Roy Gaton
Recently deceased: Tony (Noxy) Clark
April anniversaries: Josephine Bannan, 
Ray Bannan, Elizabeth Black, Wilma 
Buick, Karen Cairney, Gwen Chalmers, 
Ambrose Clark, Robert Clark, Francis 
Clarke, Catherine Commerford, Sarah 
Cunningham, Jamie Larcombe, Jimmy 
Dow, Tate Furniss, Monika Gibbs, Mary 
O’Brien, Norah Ridge, Verna Trethewey, 
Beryl Williams, Albert Willson, Keith 
‘Hoppy’ Willson, and all the faithful 
departed.
May all our sick parishioners, relatives 
and friends know the healing love of 
Christ through our actions and His 
healing presence.

DIRECT PAYMENTS
If you prefer to organise your Church
donations via bank transfer there are
a couple of ways you can go about this.
1. If you bank online, you can set up
periodic, direct payments yourself.
Again, you will need to do this
twice - once for the first collection
and again for second.
Acc:      Kangaroo Island Catholic Parish 
BSB:     085-005
Acc No: 918 111 484
Ref:      Your surname, initials and First          
             or General
2. Periodic regular payments may also 
be organised with your bank.
Take the account details (above)
with you and bank staff can set it
up for you.
NB: First collection is for the support
of our Priests and General (second at
our Masses) is for the support of our
Parish. 
If you wish to proceed and need more 
information or help, please contact 
Helen Mumford or Peter Clark.

LIVE STREAMING OF MASSES 
FROM ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S 

CATHEDRAL
The Archdiocese has commenced live 
streaming daily Mass at 12.00noon and 
on Sundays at 10.00am from St Francis 
Xavier’s Cathedral. Mass may be 
viewed live and on demand from 
www.adelaide.catholic.org.au It will also 
be available via Facebook or YouTube.

Other videos, including an Easter 
message from our new Archbishop-
designate Patrick O’Regan, and online 
resources are available on the 
Archdiocesan website, along with the 
latest Coronavirus Protocols. 

SUNDAY LITURGY 
FOR FAMILIES

As a response to the COVID-19 
situation while Masses have been 
suspended, the Family and Parish-Based 
Catechesis Office has prepared liturgies 
with a focus on children. Families can 
use these at home to reflect on the 
Gospel each Sunday. This can be found 
at this link on the Archdiocesan website:
http://www.adelaide.catholic.org.au/our-
works-and-community/family-and-
parish-based-catechesis/prayer-services. 

For any further enquiries, please contact 
jenny.seal@cesa.catholic.edu.au or 
elena.moffa@cesa.catholic.edu.au

RESURRECTION 
IN LOCKDOWN

What kind of resurrection do we need 
during this time of lock-down?  Soren 
Kierkegaard once said his favourite text 
in the Gospels was the one where, after 
Jesus’ death, the disciples locked 
themselves into a room out of fear and 
the resurrected Jesus had to come 
through the locked doors of their 
resistance to breathe peace into them. 
Kierkegaard prayed for that to happen to 
him, that Jesus would come through the 
locked doors of his resistance and 
breathe peace into him.  

This year, we need the resurrected Jesus 
to breathe peace into a whole world that 
is locked-down and needs a million 
kinds of peace.

This can be a good year too to remember 
that at the root of the Easter message lies 
this:  There is nothing to fear, nothing – 
not lock-down, not defeat, not threat, not 
loss, not sickness, not even death. 

The resurrection of Jesus assures us that 
in the end all shall be well, and all shall 
be well, and every manner of being shall 
be well; and if it isn’t well … then it is 
still not the end!         

 Ronald Rolheiser

THE IMPERISHABLE 
INHERITANCE

Thomas’ challenge to his friends in this 
weekend’s Gospel reading is graphic and 
harsh. If Jesus had indeed returned, he 
wanted to see the marks of crucifixion. 
And Thomas got his wish, though he 
certainly hadn’t counted on it.
 
Many bear the marks of crucifixion as 
they make their way through the world. 
The abused child, the jaded adult, the 
dying elder all show signs of the 
suffering they endure. We can, like 
Thomas, reach out and finger these 
wounds in others if we doubt their 
existence. But more useful is the healing 
touch Jesus demonstrated on so many 
occasions in his ministry. We may not 
have a miraculous gift for healing, but 
we do have within our grasp the capacity 
to kiss; hold a hand; spend some time; 
speak a word of kindness. The sheer 
amount of suffering in the world can 
overwhelm us and lead to inaction. But a 
Christian has a clear calling to the signs 
of suffering in others. With a cross as 
our inheritance, we know even wounds 
can be glorified.
 
What are your wounds? How might they 
become “glorified wounds”?  

GPBS eNews

• Sitting on the couch and my husband 
sweetly whispered …
“The best part about all of this is that I 
get to spend more time with you.” As 
I looked at him lovingly, I realised he 
was talking to the dog and not me.

• Day 21 at home and the dog is looking 
at me like, “See? This why I chew the 
furniture.”

• Coronavirus has turned us all into 
dogs. We roam the house all day 
looking for food. We’re told “no” if 
we get too close to strangers. And we 
get really excited about car rides.

• You thought dogs were hard to train? 
Look at all the humans that can’t sit 
and stay.

• In case you’ve lost track today is 
March 97th.

18/19 April, 2020 

http://www.adelaide.catholic.org.au
http://www.adelaide.catholic.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/adelaidearchdiocese/
https://www.facebook.com/adelaidearchdiocese/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG8JH2Ixvf3Bf4rHrFO_vVw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG8JH2Ixvf3Bf4rHrFO_vVw
http://www.adelaide.catholic.org.au/
http://www.adelaide.catholic.org.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaide.catholic.org.au%2Four-works-and-community%2Ffamily-and-parish-based-catechesis%2Fprayer-services&data=02%7C01%7CElena.Moffa%40cesa.catholic.edu.au%7C3a177e136fc74919160e08d7d9ccccd6%7C324d0eab8f464c94aeff237148fb968e%7C0%7C0%7C637217345951864236&sdata=NOLbwxj%2FTyM6X8mbk3KeR9uwimy6POMHZeFylnCtXkM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaide.catholic.org.au%2Four-works-and-community%2Ffamily-and-parish-based-catechesis%2Fprayer-services&data=02%7C01%7CElena.Moffa%40cesa.catholic.edu.au%7C3a177e136fc74919160e08d7d9ccccd6%7C324d0eab8f464c94aeff237148fb968e%7C0%7C0%7C637217345951864236&sdata=NOLbwxj%2FTyM6X8mbk3KeR9uwimy6POMHZeFylnCtXkM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaide.catholic.org.au%2Four-works-and-community%2Ffamily-and-parish-based-catechesis%2Fprayer-services&data=02%7C01%7CElena.Moffa%40cesa.catholic.edu.au%7C3a177e136fc74919160e08d7d9ccccd6%7C324d0eab8f464c94aeff237148fb968e%7C0%7C0%7C637217345951864236&sdata=NOLbwxj%2FTyM6X8mbk3KeR9uwimy6POMHZeFylnCtXkM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaide.catholic.org.au%2Four-works-and-community%2Ffamily-and-parish-based-catechesis%2Fprayer-services&data=02%7C01%7CElena.Moffa%40cesa.catholic.edu.au%7C3a177e136fc74919160e08d7d9ccccd6%7C324d0eab8f464c94aeff237148fb968e%7C0%7C0%7C637217345951864236&sdata=NOLbwxj%2FTyM6X8mbk3KeR9uwimy6POMHZeFylnCtXkM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaide.catholic.org.au%2Four-works-and-community%2Ffamily-and-parish-based-catechesis%2Fprayer-services&data=02%7C01%7CElena.Moffa%40cesa.catholic.edu.au%7C3a177e136fc74919160e08d7d9ccccd6%7C324d0eab8f464c94aeff237148fb968e%7C0%7C0%7C637217345951864236&sdata=NOLbwxj%2FTyM6X8mbk3KeR9uwimy6POMHZeFylnCtXkM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaide.catholic.org.au%2Four-works-and-community%2Ffamily-and-parish-based-catechesis%2Fprayer-services&data=02%7C01%7CElena.Moffa%40cesa.catholic.edu.au%7C3a177e136fc74919160e08d7d9ccccd6%7C324d0eab8f464c94aeff237148fb968e%7C0%7C0%7C637217345951864236&sdata=NOLbwxj%2FTyM6X8mbk3KeR9uwimy6POMHZeFylnCtXkM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jenny.seal@cesa.catholic.edu.au
mailto:jenny.seal@cesa.catholic.edu.au
mailto:elena.moffa@cesa.catholic.edu.au
mailto:elena.moffa@cesa.catholic.edu.au


HUGE STONES 
AND LOCKED DOORS

Soren Kierkegaard once wrote that 
the Gospel text he strongly identified 
with is the account of the disciples, 
after the death of Jesus, locking 
themselves into an upper room in 
fear and then experiencing Jesus 
coming through the locked doors to 
bestow peace on them. Kierkegaard 
wanted Jesus to do that for him, to 
come through his locked doors, his 
resistance, and breathe peace inside 
him.
That image of locked doors is one of 
two particularly interesting images 
inside the story of the first Easter. 
The other is the image of the “large 
stone” that entombed the buried 
Jesus. These images remind us of 
what often separates us from the 
grace of the resurrection. Sometimes 
for that grace to find us, someone 
must “roll away the stone” that 
entombs us and sometimes the 
resurrection must come to us 
“through locked doors”.
First, about the “stone”:
The Gospels tell us that early on 
Easter morning three women were 
on their way to the tomb of Jesus 
intending to embalm his body with 
spices but they were anxious about 
how they would remove the large 
stone that sealed the entrance of his 
tomb. They were asking each other: 
“Who will roll away the stone?”
Well, as we know, the stone had 
already been rolled away. How? We 
don’t know. Jesus’ resurrection 
happened with no one there. Nobody 
knows exactly how that stone was 
rolled away. But what Scripture does 
make clear is this: Jesus didn’t 
resurrect himself. God raised him. 
Jesus didn’t roll away the stone, 
though that’s what we generally 
assume. However, and for good 
reason, both scripture and Christian 
tradition strongly affirm that Jesus 
didn’t raise himself from the dead, 
his Father raised him. This might 

seem like unnecessary point to 
emphasize; after all, what difference 
does it make?
It makes a huge difference. Jesus 
didn’t raise himself from the dead 
and neither can we. That’s the point. 
For the power of the resurrection to 
enter us something from beyond us 
has to remove the huge, immovable 
rock of our resistance. This is not to 
deny that we, ourselves, have 
goodwill and personal strength; but 
these, though important, are more a 
precondition for receiving the grace 
of the resurrection than the power of 
the resurrection itself, which always 
comes to us from beyond. We never 
roll back the stone ourselves!
Who can roll back the stone? 
Perhaps that isn’t a question we’re 
particularly anxious about, but we 
should be. Jesus was entombed and 
helpless to raise himself up, all the 
more so for us. Like the women at 
that first Easter, we need to be 
anxious: “Who will roll back the 
stone?” We can’t open our own 
tombs.
Second, our “locked doors”:
It’s interesting how the believers at 
that first Easter experienced the 
resurrected Christ in their lives. The 
Gospels tell us that they were 
huddled in fear and paranoia behind 
locked doors, wanting only to 
protect themselves, when Christ 
came through their locked doors, the 
doors of their fear and self-
protection, and breathed peace into 
them.  Their huddling in fear wasn’t 
because of ill-will or bad faith. In 
their hearts they sincerely wished 
that they weren’t afraid, but that 
good will still didn’t unlock their 
doors. Christ entered and breathed 
peace into them in spite of their 
resistance, their fear, and their 
locked doors.
Things haven’t changed much in two 
thousand years. As a Christian 
community and as individuals we are 
still mostly huddling in fear, anxious 

about ourselves, distrustful, not at 
peace, our doors locked, even as our 
hearts desire peace and trust. 
Perhaps, like Kierkegaard, we might 
want to privilege that scripture 
passage where the resurrected Christ 
comes through the locked doors of 
human resistance and breathes out 
peace.
Moreover, this year, given this 
extraordinary time when the 
coronavirus, Covid 19, has our cities 
and communities locked down and 
we are inside our individual houses, 
dealing with the various 
combinations of frustration, 
impatience, fear, panic, and boredom 
that assail us there. Right now we 
need a little extra something to 
experience the resurrection, a stone 
needs to be rolled away so that 
resurrected life can come through 
our locked doors and breathe peace 
into us.
At the end of the day, these two 
images, “the stone that needs to be 
rolled away” and the “locked doors 
of our fear”, contain within 
themselves perhaps the most 
consoling truth in all religion 
because they reveal this about God’s 
grace:  When we cannot help 
ourselves we can still be helped and 
when we are powerless to reach out, 
grace can still come through the 
walls of our resistance and breathe 
peace into us. We need to cling to 
this whenever we experience 
irretrievable brokenness in our lives, 
when we feel helpless inside our 
wounds and fears, when we feel 
spiritually inept, and when we grieve 
loved ones lost to addictions or 
suicide. The resurrected Christ can 
come through locked doors and roll 
back any stone that entombs us, no 
matter how hopeless the task is for 
us.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com 
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, is 
president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. He is a community-builder, lecturer and 
writer. His books are popular throughout the English-speaking world and his weekly column is carried by 
more than sixty newspapers worldwide.
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BELIEVING IS SEEING
No one saw much potential in Billy. It’s 
not that the staff at the orphanage 
thought badly about him; they just 
didn’t think much about him at all. He 
seemed to feel comfortable floating 
beneath everyone’s notice - not getting 
in trouble but not getting much 
attention either.
 

That continued until he moved into Sr 
Gertrude’s room. Sr Gertrude was a no-
nonsense nun, a woman who expected 
the same from everyone in her care - a 
lot! So, Billy couldn’t hide anymore in 
a muddle of mediocrity. She started 
checking his homework every night. 
And correcting his manners. And 
having him report daily on his school 
projects and requiring that he try out for 
a sports team. Everyone thought she 
was wasting her time, but Sr Gertrude 
wasn’t one to waste time - or lives.
 

Billy didn’t become a famous 
millionaire or best-selling author or a 
well-known anything. But he did  finish 
university, meet a nice girl, fall in love, 
marry, and raise a family. And maybe 
he would have done all that anyway, 
but in his own mind and heart, he
regularly thanks Sr Gertrude for believ-
ing without seeing, that is, believing in 
him even before anyone could see the 
potential.
 

Family life often calls us to believe 
even before we can see - from the first 
time we hold our children on through 
the terrible twos, the turbulent teens, 
and beyond. Sometimes believing leads 
to seeing.                               GPBS eNews

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(20 - 26 April)

• Monday, 20: Monday 2nd week 
Easter (Acts 4:23-31; Jn 3:1-8

• Tuesday, 21: Tuesday 2nd week 
Easter (Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7-15)

• Wednesday, 22: Wednesday 2nd week 
Easter (Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21

• Thursday, 23: Thursday 2nd week 
Easter (Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36

• Friday, 24: Friday 2nd week Easter 
(Acts 5:34-42; Jn 6:1-15)

•

• Saturday, 25: ANZAC Day (Wis 
3:1-9; 1 Cor 1:18-25; Jn 12:23-28)

• Sunday 26: Third Sunday of Easter 
(Acts 2:14, 22-33; 1 Pet 1:17-21; Lk 
24:13-35)

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

THERE WILL BE NO 
MASSES OR PUBLIC 

LITURGIES IN ANY OF OUR 
CLUSTER CHURCHES 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE SEE THE NEWSLETTER 

ON YOUR PARISH WEBSITE

KANGAROO ISLAND PARISH
(www.kicatholic.org.au)

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace

NOARLUNGA/SEAFORD 
PARISH

(www.noarlunga-seafordparish.org.au)
NOARLUNGA

St Luke, the Evangelist, 
cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd

 VICTOR HARBOR/GOOLWA 
PARISH

(www.victorgoolwacatholic.org.au)
VICTOR HARBOR

St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

WILLUNGA PARISH
(www.willungaparish.org.au)

ALDINGA
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
NORMANVILLE

St Peter, Cape Jervis Road
WILLUNGA

St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street

and his side. The disciples were filled 
with joy when they saw the Lord, and he 
said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.
  

‘As the Father sent me,
so am I sending you.’

  

After saying this he breathed on them 
and said:
  

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.
For those whose sins you forgive,
they are forgiven;
for those whose sins you retain,
they are retained.’

  

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one 
of the Twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. When the disciples said, 
‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, 
‘Unless I see the holes that the nails 
made in his hands and can put my finger 
into the holes they made, and unless I 
can put my hand into his side, I refuse to 
believe.’ Eight days later the disciples 
were in the house again and Thomas was 
with them. The doors were closed, but 
Jesus came in and stood among them. 
‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he 
spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; 
look, here are my hands. Give me your 
hand; put it into my side. Doubt no 
longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, 
‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to 
him:
  

‘You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen 
and yet believe.’

  

There were many other signs that Jesus 
worked and the disciples saw, but they 
are not recorded in this book. These are 
recorded so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing this you may have life 
through his name.

EXPLORING THE WORD
This gospel is one of transformation. 
The fear of the disciples, locked in their 
upper room and huddled in upon 
themselves, is transformed by the gift of 
peace that Jesus brings and his giving of 
the Spirit to strengthen them on their 
way. The doubt of Thomas is 
transformed by his encounter with the 
risen Lord. With this transformation, 
however, comes responsibility. Just as 
Jesus was sent by the Father, now, too, 
the disciples are sent into the world to 
act as Jesus did.               “The Summit”

(Continued from page 1)

PASTORAL CARE
If you need a Priest for anointing of the sick or last rites

 contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 
Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).


