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holding them against his breast
and leading to their rest the mother 
ewes.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Ps 103:1‑2, 3‑4, 24‑25, 27
Oh, bless the Lord, my soul!
1.  Lord God, how great you are, 
 clothed in majesty and glory, 
 wrapped in light as in a robe! You 
 stretch out the heavens like a tent. 
2.  Above the rains you build your 
 dwelling. You make the clouds 
 your chariot, you walk on the 
 wings of the wind, you make the 
 winds your messengers and 
 flashing fire your servants. 
3. How many are your works, O 
 Lord! In wisdom you have made 
 them all. The earth is full of your 
 riches. There is the sea, vast and 
 wide, with its moving swarms 
 past counting, living things great 
 and small. 

4. All these look to you togive them 
 their food in due season. You give 
 it, they gather it up: you open 
 your hand, they have their fill. 
 
5. You take back your spirit, they 
 die, returning to the dust from 
 which they came. You send forth 
 your spirit, they are created; and 
 you renew the face of the earth.

FIRST READING
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
‘Console my people, console them’
says your God.
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her that her time of 
service is ended, that her sin is 
atoned for, that she has received 
from the hand of the Lord double 
punishment for her crimes.’
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the 
wilderness a way for the Lord.
Make a straight highway for our God
across the desert. Let every valley be 
filled in, every mountain and hill be 
laid low. Let every cliff become a 
plain, and the ridges a valley; then 
the glory of the Lord shall be reveal-
ed and all mankind shall see it; for 
the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’

Go up on a high mountain, joyful 
messenger to Zion. Shout with a 
loud voice, joyful messenger to 
Jerusalem. Shout without fear, say to 
the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your 
God.’

Here is the Lord coming with power,
his arm subduing all things to him.
The prize of his victory is with him,
his trophies all go before him.
He is like a shepherd feeding his 
flock, gathering lambs in his arms, (Continued page 4)
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PLEASE KEEP THESE 
PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS

Healing list: Sue Semler, Brianna 
Chudlee, Peter Weatherstone,  John 
Slagter, Annette Roestenburg, 
Michelle Glynn, Elijah Laundy, 
Rebecca Semler, Simon Laundy, 
Chris Heath, Josh Semler

January anniversaries: Eunice 
Airton, Eileen Bateman, Dorothy 
Brook, Monica Buick, May Cairney, 
Dominic Cash, Maureen Dunn, 
Marlene Cummins, Pauline Deegan, 
Jim Dodgson, Lucy Edwards, Colin 
Fahey, Margaret Flemming, Ralph 
Florance, Catherine Glynn, Alec 
Goodwin, Edward Hughes, Ida 
Jackson, Christina James, Jack 
Kindellan, John Lavers, Ettie 
McDonald, Irene Northcott, 
Ottaviano Orsi, Marj Phillips, Una 
Reynolds, George Rowen. Ann 
Smith, Sheila Tabor, Lorraine Laher 
Storfer, Mary Weatherstone

Please pray for all the faithful 
departed and may all our sick 
parishioners, relatives and friends 
know the healing love of Christ.

PARISH ROSTERS
     Reader     Prayers    Cleaning
12/1    A Clark    W Bennett    A Clark
19/1    M Slagter  L Grant     A Clark
26/1    P Bennett  K Hammat  A Clark
2/2   H Mumford A Clark     C Berden

PRIEST ROSTER
12/1  Fr Jacek Wojcik
19/1  Fr John Shanahan

POPE'S JANUARY 
PRAYER INTENTION 

‘for the right to an education'
Pope Francis' monthly prayer 
intention this January is for "the right 
to an education." 

The Pope invited the Church to pray 
for this intention in this month's “The 
Pope Video”, which is entrusted to 
the entire Catholic Church through 
the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer 
Network.

250 million without
Due to wars, migration, and poverty, 
the Holy Father decried, some 250 
million boys and girls lack education.
"All children and youth have the right  

to go to school," the Pope insisted, 
adding, "regardless of their 
immigration status.

"Education, he went on to say, is a 
hope for everyone. In addition, he 
reminded, "it can save migrants and 
refugees from discrimination, criminal 
networks, and exploitation."

Tool for integration
"So many minors," he decried, "are 
exploited!" Education, therefore, is 
essential, because it "can help them 
integrate into the communities who 
host them."

A better future
Education, the Pope underscored, 
opens the doors to a better future. "In 
this way," he explained, "migrants and 
refugees can contribute to society, 
either in their new country or in their 
country of origin, should they decide 
to return."

Read the entire article at 
www.vaticannews.va/en/newsletter

2025
26 Jan Australia Day
27 Jan Australia Day holiday
28 Jan First day, School term 1
29 Jan Lunar New Year 
 (Year of the Wood Snake)
9 Feb Day of Unborn Child Appeal
5 Mar Ash Wednesday
5 Mar Project Compassion
8 Mar Concert - Willunga - 7pm
9 Mar Concert - Willunga - 2pm
10 Mar Adelaide Cup Day
12 Apr Last day School term 1
13 Apr Palm Sunday
17 Apr Thursday of Lord’s Supper
18 Apr Good Friday
18 Apr Holy Places Appeal
19 Apr Holy Saturday
20 Apr Easter Sunday
25 Apr ANZAC Day
28 Apr First day School term 
18 May St Vincent de Paul Appeal
9 Jun King’s birthday holiday
29 Jun Holy Father’s Appeal
2 Jul Last day School term 2
6 July NATSICC Appeal
20 Jul Stella Maris - Sea Sunday
21 Jul First day School term 3
10 Aug Vocations Appeal
26 Sep Last day School term 3
6 Oct Labour day holiday
13 Oct   First day School term 4
12 Dec Last day School term 4

CHAMBER 
PHILARMONIA COLOGNE 

If any KI parishioners happen to be on 
the mainland on the weekend of 8th 
and 9th March and would like to attend 
a fantastic concert at St Joseph’s, 
Willunga with this world-renowned 
group from Cologne in Germany, you 
are very welcome to make booking. 
Concerts are on Saturday evening 8 
March at 7pm or Sunday afternoon 9 
March at 2pm.
Tickets are $50 for adults and $35 for 
children under 12. Seating is allocated 
so you don’t need to be there too early  
- seats will be kept for you. Payment 
is required before seats are allocated.
This group has been performing at 
Willunga every year since 2012 (apart  
from Covid years). We always sell 
out, but the company hasn’t started 
advertising yet and excellent seats are 
currently available. 
For bookings please contact Gael 
Maloney (phone 0447 421 948).
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COMING TO PEACE WITH 
OUR LACK OF RECOGNITION
We crave few things as deeply as 
self-expression and recognition. We 
have an irrepressible need to express 
ourselves, be known, recognized, 
understood, and seen by others as 
unique, gifted, and significant. A 
heart that is unknown, unappreciat-
ed in its depth, lacking in 
meaningful self-expression and 
recognition, is prone to restlessness, 
frustration, and bitterness. And, 
truth be told, self-expression is 
difficult and full self-expression is 
impossible.
In the end, for most of us, our lives 
are always smaller than our needs 
and our dreams, no matter where we 
live or what we accomplish. In our 
daydreams each of us would like to 
be famous, the renowned writer, the 
graceful ballerina, the admired 
athlete, the movie star, the cover 
girl, the renowned scholar, the 
Nobel Prize winner, the household 
name; but in the end, most of us 
remain just another unknown, living 
among other unknowns, collecting 
an occasional autograph.
And so, our lives can seem too 
small for us. We feel ourselves as 
extraordinary, forever trapped inside 
the mundane, even as there is 
something inside us that still seeks 
expression, that still seeks 
recognition, and that feels that 
something precious inside us is 
living and dying in futility.  In truth, 
seen only from the perspective of 
this world, much of what is 
precious, unique and rich, 
seemingly is living and dying in 
futility. Only a rare few achieve 
satisfying self-expression and 
recognition.
There’s a certain martyrdom in this. 
Iris Murdoch once said: “Art has its 
martyrs, not the least of which are 
those who have preserved their 
silence.”Lack of self-expression, 
whether chosen or imposed by 
circumstances, is a real death; but 

like all deaths it can be understood 
and appropriated in very different 
ways.
If it is accepted unhappily as tragic, 
it leads to bitterness and a broken 
spirit. If, however, it is understood 
and appropriated in faith as an 
invitation to be a hidden cell inside 
the Body of Christ and the human 
family, to anonymously provide 
sustenance and health to the overall 
body, it can lead to restfulness, 
gratitude, and sense of significance 
that lays the axe to the roots of our 
frustration, disappointment, 
depression, and bitterness.
I say this because much of what 
gives us life and sustains us in our 
lives has not been provided by the 
rich and famous, the high achievers, 
and those to whom history gives 
credit. As George Eliot points out, 
we don’t need to do great things that 
leave a big mark in human history 
because “the growing good of the 
world is partly dependent on 
unhistoric acts; and that things are 
not so ill with you and me as they 
might have been is half owing to the 
number who lived faithfully a hidden 
life and rest in unvisited tombs.”
Well said. History bears this out. I 
think, for instance, of Therese of 
Lisieux who lived out her life in 
obscurity in a little convent tucked 
away in rural France, who when she 
died at age twenty-four, was 
probably known by fewer than one 
hundred people. In terms of how we 
assess things in this world she 
accomplished very little, nothing in 
terms of outstanding achievement or 
visible contribution. She entered the 
convent at age fifteen and spent the 
years until her early death doing 
menial things in the laundry, kitchen, 
and garden inside her obscure 
convent. The only tangible 
possession she left behind was a 
diary, a personal journal with bad 
spelling, which told the story of her 
family, her upbringing, and what she 
experienced during her last months 
in palliative care as she faced death.

But what she did leave behind is 
something that has made her a figure 
who is now renowned around the 
world, both inside and outside of 
faith circles. Her little private 
journal, The Story of a Soul, has 
touched millions of lives, despite its 
bad spelling (which had to be 
corrected by her sisters after her 
death).
What gives her little journal its 
unique power to touch hearts is that 
it chronicles what was happening 
inside the privacy of her own soul 
during all those years when she was 
hidden away and unknown, as child 
and as a nun. What she records in the 
story of her soul is that she, fully 
aware of her own uniqueness and 
preciousness, could un-begrudgingly 
give that all over in faith because she 
trusted that her gifts and talents were 
working silently (and powerfully) 
inside a mystical (though real, 
organic) body, the Body of Christ 
and of humanity. She understood 
herself as a cell inside a living body, 
giving over what was precious and 
unique inside her for the good of the 
world.
Anonymity offers us this invitation. 
There is no greater work of art that 
one can give to the world.
Jesus said as much. He told us to do 
our good deeds in secret and not let 
our left hand (and our neighbors and 
the world) know what our right hand 
is doing.                  Ronald Rolheiser
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the English-speaking 
world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty newspapers worldwide
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WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS
For those of you who wish to make 
your weekly contributions to the first 
and second collections by direct 
debit, these are the banking details for 
each. 
 
1st Collection (Support for Priests): 
BSB 066-782
A/c No 100027201
Reference: Your name 
 
2nd Collection (Support for our 
Parish): 
BSB 066-782 
A/c No 100000067 
Reference: Your name 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support 
of our Priests and Parish Facilities.
 
CHILD PROTECTION
We are a Child Safe Organisation 
which is committed to the care, well-
being and protection of children and 
young people. 

We believe that all God’s children 
and young people have the right to be 
healthy and safe, and to have their 
voice heard, respected, and valued.  
A safe environment for all.
Mrs Helen Mumford 
(KI contact - 0408 367 009)
Child Protection Unit  8210 8159

DID YOU KNOW?
• The word baptism comes from a 

Greek word meaning ‘to plunge’

• The first Christians were baptised 
by being plunged into running 
streams or rivers, following the 
practice of John. Later, large fonts 
were built in churches, and baptism 
of the faithful, usually adults, was 
by full immersion. 

• The mainstream Christian churches
—Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant 
and Anglican—recognise the same 
baptism. If a person is baptised into 
one of these churches, it is not 
repeated, even if they move to 
worshiping in another church. 

• Jesus is clearly attracted by the 
preaching of the Baptist and 
submits to his baptism of 
repentance. Scholars believe that 
Jesus may have spent some time as 
a disciple of John the Baptist before 
embarking on his own public 
ministry.

SECOND READING
Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7
God’s grace has been revealed, and it 
has made salvation possible for the 
whole human race and taught us that 
what we have to do is to give up 
everything that does not lead to God, 
and all our worldly ambitions; we 
must be self-restrained and live good 
and religious lives here in this present 
world, while we are waiting in hope 
for the blessing which will come with 
the Appearing of the glory of our great  
God and saviour Christ Jesus. He 
sacrificed himself for us in order to set  
us free from all wickedness and to 
purify a people so that it could be his 
very own and would have no ambition 
except to do good.
  

When the kindness and love of God 
our saviour for mankind were 
revealed, it was not because he was 
concerned with any righteous actions 
we might have done ourselves; it was 
for no reason except his own 
compassion that he saved us, by 
means of the cleansing water of 
rebirth and by renewing us with the 
Holy Spirit which he has so 
generously poured over us through 
Jesus Christ our saviour. He did this 
so that we should be justified by his 
grace, to become heirs looking 
forward to inheriting eternal life.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Lk 3:16
Alleluia, alleluia! 
John said: He who is to come is 
mightier than I; he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22
A feeling of expectancy had grown 
among the people, who were 
beginning to think that John might be 
the Christ, so John declared before 
them all, ‘I baptise you with water, 
but someone is coming, someone who 
is more powerful than I am, and I am 
not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; 
he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. Now when all the 
people had been baptised and while 
Jesus after his own baptism was at 
prayer, heaven opened and the Holy 
Spirit descended on him in bodily 
shape, like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 
Beloved; my favour rests on you.’

(Continued from page 1)

PASTORAL CARE
If you need a priest for anointing prior to medical treatment, or if you 

are ill (not necessarily life-threatening) or for last rites 
please contact: (08) 8210 8155 or in an emergency 0417 080 955

GOSPEL BACKGROUND
Today’s Feast marks the conclusion of 
the Christmas Season and the 
beginning of Ordinary Time. It’s a 
feast of transition from Jesus’ hidden 
life to that of His public ministry.  

It needs to be pointed out that Jesus 
did not need the baptism of John.  
John was baptising as a call to and 
sign of interior repentance. Jesus had 
no need to repent. But, nonetheless, 
He comes to John. John resists at first 
but Jesus insists. Why did He receive 
baptism?

By accepting the baptism of John, 
Jesus affirms all that John has said 
and done and affirms his sacred role 
of preparing the way for Jesus and for 
a new era of grace. 
   
It has been said that when Jesus 
entered the waters of baptism, He was 
not baptised by the waters.His 
Baptism was one in which all the 
created waters of this world were, in a 
sense, “baptised” by Him.  By 
entering into the waters, Jesus 
sanctified water and poured forth His 
grace making all water the future 
source of salvation.  

As we prepare to begin Ordinary 
Time, turn your eyes to Jesus and 
prepare yourself to follow Him and to 
heed every word He speaks. He was 
sent into this world to draw us to the 
Father, allow Him to fulfil that 
mission in your own life.

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(13 - 19 January)

• Monday, 13: Weekday, Ord Time 1 
(Heb 1:1-6; Mk 1:14-20)

• Tuesday, 14: Weekday, Ord Time 1 
(Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28)

• Wednesday, 15: Weekday, Ord Time 1 
(Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39)

• Thursday, 16: Weekday, Ord Time 1 
(Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45) 

• Friday, 17: St Anthony, abbot (Heb 
4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12)

• Saturday, 18: Weekday, Ord Time 1 
(Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17)

• Sunday, 19: 2nd SUNDAY in 
ORDINARY TIME (Is 62:1-5; 1 Cor 
12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11)


